


By now, we’ve all heard about how the  
pandemic erased almost 20 years of academic 
gains by students across the nation. School 
closures exacerbated pre-existing educational 
disparities in low-income communities like East 
Palo Alto and, without serious interventions, 
the impacts are likely to be felt for years. 
For EPATT, these educational setbacks only 
strengthened our resolve to tackle learning loss 
with everything we could muster. We launched 
several strategic initiatives designed to help 
students regain their footing and are seeing 
encouraging results.

For example, we partnered with Cesar Chavez 
Ravenswood Middle School (CCRMS) and East 
Palo Alto Academy (EPAA) to provide in-school 
tutoring to their students. In-school tutoring is 
considered one of the most effective academic 
interventions available and has been shown 
to help students accelerate their learning and 
increase their engagement with school. It’s more 
specialized and requires us to be especially 
purposeful in the recruitment and management 
of our tutoring corps. We’ve significantly 
expanded our tutor training curriculum to 
ensure that students have an effective tutor 
who’s invested in their learning and success. 

Another new initiative is directed at students’ 
physical and emotional health. EPATT coaches 
now teach PE tennis classes at CCRMS. They’re 
helping to create a new generation of tennis 
players and building demand for our after-school 
program. PE tennis was so popular that even 
teachers came out to play alongside students. 
In fact, CCRMS decided to start a tennis team, 
its first in 20 years. This spring, the team placed 
third in the Art David Middle School League!

In 2023, EPATT will celebrate 35 years of 
changing the trajectory of thousands of local 
youth. When EPATT founder Jeff Arons started 
the program back in 1988, Ravenswood 
administrators told him, ”You better not come 
in here with any big ideas and then leave when 
you find it too challenging.” EPATT’s staying 
power and ability to innovate is a testament to 
our uncommon commitment to the community. 

Wishing you good health,

Dave Higaki2

Letter from the 
Executive Director



A single goal unites our team of staff, parents, and 
tutors: producing high school graduates who are 

college and career ready.

Our Mission
To change the life trajectory of local youth and their families 
through academic support, one-on-one tutoring, parent 
empowerment, and fitness/tennis instruction.

Our Vision
EPATT bridges the opportunity gap for under-resourced K-12 
students. We strive to ensure that our participants are prepared 
for success in college, careers, and in life.
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Our comprehensive program has been carefully 
designed to help each of our students achieve their 

full potential and maximize their opportunities.

Targeted Academic Intervention
We create personalized, detailed learning plans, 
teaming up with teachers and tutors to closely 
monitor every student’s progress toward individual 
goals. 

Partnership with Parents
We place a high value on parent engagement, 
offering frequent, in-depth workshops that help 
parents play a proactive role in their child’s 
education. Parents who are well-informed 
advocates are our most important partners.

Life Lessons through Tennis
Tennis gives our students the opportunity to 
have fun while learning life skills and gaining 
physical fitness. Our tennis program is proudly 
run by alumni who are giving back to the 
community and coaching the next generation.
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"EPATT helped me 
achieve my goal of being 
the first in my family to 
attend college. EPATT also led me 
to my career path by exposing me 
to a variety of opportunities that 
otherwise wouldn’t have been available 
to me. Today, I am at De Anza College, 
double majoring in mechanical and 
computer engineering.”

- Arlyne, EPATT ‘21

"EPATT has been instrumental in my 
academic career and character growth. 
My coaches and tutors always emphasized 
putting my full effort into achieving my 
goals. I carried this life lesson with me to 
UCLA and it is the mentality that got me 
to this point in my life."

- Alex, EPATT ‘20

“EPATT taught me 
discipline, responsibility, 
and how to take charge 
of my learning. Now that I’m 
part of the staff, I have the 
opportunity to teach these values 
to the students I work with, in 
the community where I grew up."

- Xochilth, EPATT ‘21
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Meet Christina, Dave, and Kesha, who have each devoted 25 years 
to helping local youth at EPATT—an extraordinary 75 years of 
experience benefiting our students and families. Their longevity 
and commitment speaks to our strength and effectiveness as an 

organization.

Dedicated Community Leaders
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Kesha Weekes
I am deeply proud of so many of our achievements. One of 
our most significant accomplishments is how we implemented 
college and career readiness without a playbook. We’ve 
designed and executed an original formula for college 
and career readiness that places parents/guardians in the 
driver’s seat and empowers students to take ownership of 
their own learning. 

Christina Erwin
I’ve had the privilege of advocating for families for two 
generations. I’ve watched as each generation steps further into 
being informed and intentional about what it means to represent 
themselves, their families, their cultures, and the East Palo Alto 
community in a positive and meaningful way. The legacy of 
our family engagement program and its emphasis on 
education and advocacy makes EPATT especially impactful 
and unique.

Dave Higaki
When I look back on 25 years, perhaps my greatest satisfaction 
comes from reflecting on the shared values, beliefs, and respect 
that binds us together at EPATT. Our organizational culture, 
shaped by every member of the staff, past and present, is truly 
our secret sauce. Our ability to work cohesively as a team 
for the common good is what really stands out to me. 
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 2021-22 Financials
September 1 to August 31

80%
Program Delivery

12.5%
Administrative

7.5%
Fundraising

TOTAL EXPENSES: $1,521,313
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TOTAL REVENUE: $1,590,641

60%
Individual Gifts

27.5%
Grants

12.5%
Events

Contracted with Ravenswood City 
School District and East Palo Alto 
Academy to provide in-school tutoring

Implemented an innovative, new 
tutor training curriculum

Introduced PE tennis classes at Cesar 
Chavez Ravenswood Middle School 
and revived their tennis team

Created our Summer Academy for 
Leadership and Learning

New Initiatives



Donate
By credit card at epatt.org/donate

By check (payable to EPATT). 
Mail to:

EPATT
PO Box 60597 
Palo Alto, CA 
94306

Double your Impact
Many companies will match 
donations or volunteer 
hours contributed by their 
employees. 

Our tax ID number is 
26-3316879.

Get Involved
Are you interested in tutoring or 
being a volunteer tennis coach?

To learn more about these 
opportunities or to apply, visit 
epatt.org/get-involved.

Questions? Please email 
contact@epatt.org.

Help change the trajectory of local youth
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We are grateful to 
these funders for their 
financial support. 

Altamont Capital Partners 
   Foundation
Atkinson Foundation
Bothin Foundation
City of East Palo Alto
City of Menlo Park
County of San Mateo
Eucalyptus Foundation
Franklin and Catherine 
   Johnson Foundation
Mirnahill Foundation
Moca Foundation
Palo Alto Community Fund
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund
Philanthropic Ventures 
   Foundation
Sobrato Family Foundation
USTA Foundation
Westly Foundation

$50,000 and above

Gavin and Tricia Christensen
Sue and John Diekman
Bill and Selina Dwight
The Gifford Family
Dorothy Lazier
David and Sylvia Lichtenger
Nancy and Greg Serrurier

$20,000 to $49,999

Anonymous
Kurt and Sue Jaggers
Mackenzie Family Foundation
Ann and Chris Mahowald
Geoff and Andrea Ralston
Lisa and Matt Sonsini

$10,000 to $19,999

Anonymous
Christine and Chuck Alloo
Evelyn Barrow
Darrell and Lisa Benatar
Jerry and Anne Down
Herb and Jane Dwight
Edward Fei
Colleen and Steve Hall
Richard Hyman
Glenn Nash and Cheryl Kendall
Schmidt Family Foundation
Nate and Laura Taylor
William K Bowes, Jr Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999 

Wendell and Celeste Birkhofer
Shari Burkoth
Andy Chase
Amy Christensen
Deloitte Tax LLP
Rick and Donna Fluegel
Cynthia and John Gunn
John Hamburger and Sandra Park
Chop and Annette Keenan
Kim and Tom LeMieux
Shane Moriah
Marcia and Bill Pade
Jeff and Mary Pickard
Verity and Geoff Powell
John and Sally Robinson
Roger Smith
Dan and Charmaine Turbow
Workday
Craig Zimmerman and Tina Myers

$1,000 to $4,999

Anonymous
Lars and Michelle Ahlstrom
Chris Alvarez

Fred and Marilyn Anderson
Sandy and Tom Anderson
Marty and Dave Arscott
Richard Babb
Andrea Barnes
Walter and 
   Melody Baumgartner
Peggy and Bob Beaver
Cameron and Tito Bianchi
Katherine Bishop
Simone Bishop
Sheri and Tom Blaisdell
Liz and Larry Blum
Amy Brown
Bryan Brothers Foundation
Charles Cameron
Abby and Leon Campbell
Maren Christensen and
   Bill Welch
David Cowan
Craig B Tate Foundation
Kathy and Norm DeWitt
John Dey
Diana and Steve Dohrmann
Dena and Marlon Evans
Chrisi Fleming
Meg Galloway
Dick and Anne Gould
Maggie Pringle Grauer
Erwin Grose
Irene Guerra
Julie and David Helfrich
Dave Higaki
Kathryn and David Hohl
Claudia and Jeff Hudson
Mac Irvin
Raj Jain
Yoko Kawamura
Allison and Jamie Keenan
Rich and Gina Kelley
Chris and Jim Kitch
Barbara Sih Klausner

Thank you for investing in a better future 
for our students and families.
Gifts listed below were received between September 1, 2021 and August 31, 2022. * 

*Please excuse any errors or omissions.
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Lauren and Brad Koenig
Taz Kuwano
Ken and Carrie Lavine
Dave and Linda Leaver
Merijane Lee
Phyllis Lee
Darcy and Mark Leschly
Judy and Bill Levin
Jennifer and Josh Loftus
Michael and Susan Lynch
Amy and Rick Magnuson
Kay McIntosh
Geordie McKee and 
   Alice Holmes
Carrick and Andy McLaughlin
Morgan Family Foundation
Beth and Sam Most
Dodie and Bob Mullin
Mike and Diane Naar
Rukesh Narayan
Nancy Paxton and 
   Gaurang Desai
David and Sara Pringle
Joseph Ramirez
Michael and Paula Rantz
Christopher Reedy
Bill Reller
Carol Seiler Roberts
A P Robertson
Maureen Robinson
Ted and Mary Robinson
Jesse Rogers
Rachel Salberg
Bill Schilit and 
   Kerny McLaughlin
Kaitlin and Will Smith
Glenn and Lisa Solomon
Jane Solomon
Karen and Bill Sonneborn
Mark and Judy St John
Jeff and Jocelynn Staley
Ed Storm
Rhonda Stratton
George Strobel and 
   Judith Golden
Jyotsna Sulebele and 
   Sandeep Narayan
Shig and Chiyo Takao
Carl and Denise Touhey
Don and Anne Vermeil

Robert Visser
Richard Walker
Emily Zhou

$500 to $999

Justine Arrillaga
Julie and Jeff Brody
Michael Brown and 
   Susan Bockus
Kim and Ryan Caldbeck
Mike and Renee Child
William and Katharine Closs
Elizabeth Cookson
Cupertino Tennis Club
Mark and Julie Douglass
Paul and Cindy Flynn
Dave and Betsy Fullagar
Katherine Gilpin
Valesha Jones
Julie Kaufman
Kenneth and Grace Kim
Taryn Lamm
Maria Matsumoto
JoAnne Matthews
MBA Challenge for Charity
MJ Miller
Akihiro Ota
Guila and Jim Pollock
Greg and Alison Powell
Chuck and Jean Rigg
Jim and Kathy Sobieski
Lisa Stanger
Lisa Steinback
Jeff  Wen

$250 to $499

Maddy Bayer
Hilda Borko
Tom and Joan Brown
Melinda DiNapoli
Steve and Dorian Dunne
Karyn Ellis
Sylvia Hooks
Sue Hopkins
Alistair Jeffs
Mattias Johansson
Kerstin Johnson
Gail and Fred Kittler
Ken and Anne Lawler

George and Ann Limbach
Nappy and 
   Liza Jane MacNaughton
Donna Norton
Barb and Ron Peyton
Pratima Rao
Bernard and Shelley Ross
Bob Rowell
Susan and Richard Seiler
Ellen Semaya and 
   Ron Krasnow
Owen Wang
Jordyn Wolfand

Allegra Entertainment & 
   Events
American Printing & Copy
Hope and Grace Winery
Insidesource
Nico Lanza
Christopher Lee
PROforma True Marketing
Raise
Ravenswood City School 
   District
Rich May Memorial 
   Foundation
St. Francis of Assisi 
   Church/Catholic Charities
Sobrato Family Foundation
Tennis Warehouse

We are very grateful to 
the following businesses 
and organizations for:

Matching gifts
Apple
Google
NVIDIA
Twitter
Verizon

In-kind donations
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2021-22 Board of Directors
Dan Turbow - Chair
Gavin Christensen - Vice Chair
Dick Gould - Secretary
Nate Taylor - Treasurer
Christine Alloo 
Sue Diekman 
Bill Dwight 
Dena Evans 
Irene Guerra 

Kurt Jaggers 
Mattias Johansson 
David Lichtenger
Susan Lynch 
Ann Mahowald 
Marcia Pade 
Verity Powell 
John Robinson 
Ted Robinson 

President’s Council
Cameron Bianchi
Susan Ford Dorsey
Rick Fluegel
The Gifford Family

Jeff Pickard
Sven-Erik Simonsen
Tad Taube

Partners
Cañada College
Castilleja School
Cesar Chavez Ravenswood Middle School
City of East Palo Alto
County of San Mateo/Supervisor Warren Slocum
East Palo Alto Academy
Eastside College Preparatory School
Ecumenical Hunger Program
The Gifford Family
Menlo Circus Club
Menlo College
Menlo School
Palo Alto University
PInewood School
Ravenswood City School District
Rich May Memorial Foundation
The Riekes Center
Sacred Heart Preparatory School
St Francis of Assisi Church/Catholic Charities
Sheriff ’s Office, East Palo Alto Police Department
Stanford University
Taube Family Foundation
USTA Foundation
Woodside Priory School

@epattprogram

@goepatt

@goepatt

 
@epattonline

www.epatt.org

https://www.instagram.com/epattprogram/
https://www.facebook.com/goepatt/
https://twitter.com/goepatt?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5X0i6jfoxfZINcjND08UeA
http://www.epatt.org
https://www.epatt.org/donate

