


Our mission:
To change the life trajectory of local youth and their families in dramatic and 
fundamental ways through academics, parent coaching and tennis instruction.

Our vision:
To ensure that our students demonstrate the independence, self-efficacy and 
social-emotional skills to be successful in the classroom and beyond, and that they 
possess the critical thinking and communication skills necessary to meet or exceed 
the California standards of college and career readiness by high school graduation.

1994
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LETTER FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Thirty years ago, East Palo Alto was a city ravaged by crime and 
violence. Under-funded schools were under-performing, and EPA 
students were being denied the education they deserved. Jeff Arons had 
a plan: to teach local kids tennis and provide them with supplemental 
academic support. This unique combination has been positively 
impacting East Palo Alto youth ever since. 

At first, the goal was simply to get kids to turn in their homework. 
Before long, however, our goals – and the program – grew more 
ambitious. We set our sights on raising our students’ high school 
graduation rate and helping them apply to and attend college. So, while 
some may still view EPATT as “that tennis program,” our true calling 
has been helping students aspire to and attain the best possible future. 
It wasn’t long before we became a national model for other youth 
education/sports programs. 

Today our top priority is to ensure that our students are on track to 
meet (or exceed) the California college and career standards. We 
emphasize the study skills, time management techniques, resilience 
and social and emotional skills that will position them to be successful 
in college and/or job training. 

To help our students reach their potential, we need to coach parents, 
many of whom never had access to a post-secondary education, on 
how best to support their child’s educational journey. Our academic 
staff meets one-on-one with parents, advising them on how to advocate 
for their child and champion his/her educational aspirations. Monthly 
bi-lingual parent workshops on relevant topics provide additional 
guidance. 

Three decades of creating educational opportunities for students and 
families has strengthened the community and boosted the economy. 
Our students are not only graduating from college; many have gone on 
to earn graduate degrees. They have chosen careers in education, the 
non-profit sector, healthcare, high tech – even the NFL. EPATT alums 
are paying it forward and making a better world for us all. 

Best,

Dave Higaki
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Raised funds to build 
four new courts 
at Caesar Chavez 
Academy (still the 
only courts in East 
Palo Alto).

Named 
one of top 
three tennis 

and tutoring 
programs in U.S. 
by Tennis Week 
magazine.

Added parent 
education 

component.

Added academic 
component and 
hired first Academic 
Director, Dee Dee 
Terzian.

Launched as a 
summer tennis 

program, conducted 
on courts at the old 
Ravenswood High 
School.   

EVOLUTION OF EPATT: 1988 TO 2018

‘88

‘04

‘90 ‘02

Built four additional courts at Cesar 
Chavez to meet demand. 

Moved to 
Stanford’s new 

Taube Family Tennis 
Center, with a new 
Executive Director 
(Dave Higaki) and 
a new Academic 
Director (Kesha 
Weekes).

Added after-school tutoring thanks 
to a collaboration with Stanford’s 
Haas Center for Public Service. Over 

70 Stanford student volunteers are 
transported to East Palo Alto weekly 
to provide academic tutoring for EPATT 
students.

Raised $1 million 
to build classrooms 

under tennis stadium 
stands.

‘93

‘98

‘94

‘99

Featured on CNN and 
CBS Evening News 

as a symbol of hope 
for East Palo Alto, the 
former murder capital 
of the U.S.

‘91

‘95

‘03
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Received Stanford University’s 
first Annual “Community 
Service Award” as a benchmark 
outreach program.

First EPATT graduate to earn 
a college degree (BA, UC 
Berkeley)

Developed in-house 
and launched two apps, 
one for parents and the 

other for tutors to use to 
create two-way student 
feedback loop.

Returned to East Palo 
Alto roots with a summer 
academics and tennis 
program.

First EPATT graduate to 
earn a PhD in Clinical 
Psychology.

Inagural Kids Cup Pro-Am
fundraiser featuring 
Tracy Austin

EVOLUTION OF EPATT: 1988 TO 2018

‘04

‘18

‘14

‘13

Received Stanford’s 
first “Community 
Partnership Legacy 
Award” in recognition 
of continued initiative, 
leadership and 
involvement in efforts 
that benefit the overall 
community.

‘16

Word spreads that EPATT 
is a model youth education 
program; visited by 

organizations from around the 
country to see “how EPATT 
works”.

Formed an independent non-
profit 501(c)(3) organization 
after 12 years under the 

auspices of the Youth Tennis 
Association.  

‘08

‘09

‘11
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Academic Support  

EPATT’s academic component 
is multi-faceted and varies 
depending a student’s age and 
ability. Most kids receive between 
2 to 4 hours one-to-one tutoring 
every week, based on their 
personalized learning plan. They 
hone their math, reading and 
technological literacy skills with 
cutting-edge online apps like 
Think through Math, Achieve 3000 
and Lexercise. The end goal is to 
ensure all our kids are on track 
to meet or exceed the California 
standards for college and 
career readiness by high school 
graduation. 

Parents as Partners
We work closely with parents to 
encourage them to take an active 
role in their child’s education. 
We require that they attend 
quarterly workshops on relevant 
and important topics. We host 
community-building events like 
parent/child tennis night, where 
parents, many of whom come 
from different cultures and 
backgrounds, can get to know each 
other and support one another. We 
also connect parents to valuable 
resources at their child’s school 
and in the community. 

Tennis Anyone?

EPATT’s DNA is rooted in the sport 
of tennis. Daily practice gives our 
students a chance to be active, 
social and learn valuable life skills 
like leadership, grit and teamwork. 
Each week, they receive 3 hours 
or more of tennis instruction. 
Students are encouraged to 
try out for EPATT’s tournament 
team, which competes in USTA-
sponsored events around the Bay 
Area, as well as their high school 
team. Besides teaching kids a 
life-long sport, EPATT has also 
helped diversify the pool of tennis 
players in the Bay Area.

EPATT is an extended-day learning program for 120 first- through twelfth-grade students and families 
from socio-economically challenged neighborhoods in our community. Using a unique mix of academics, 

parent education, and tennis/fitness, we strive to give our students as many tools 
as possible to set them on a path towards life success. 

ABOUT EAST PALO ALTO TENNIS & TUTORING 
EPATT’s innovative and unique program is focused on developing 21st century leaders by 

promoting the emotional, academic, and physical well-being of our students.
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EPATT’s parent 
component  focuses 
primarily on helping 
parents understand 
and navigate their 
child’s school life 
and the 
importance 
of education.

Only 11%* of  
first-generation 
students nationwide 
graduate from college.

95% of EPATT alumni are
 first-generation students, 

 90% of whom 
graduate from college.

$100/hour 
What local tutoring/test 
prep companies charge, 
making their services 
cost-prohibitive for our 
students.

$1,000,000 
 The value of the free 

academic tutoring per year 
we provide our students.

In the 2018 school year, 

91% of EPATT’s 3rd-10th 
graders increased their 

reading level. 

* MetaMetrics, developer of the Lexile Framework,  
generates each student’s expected annual growth rate. 

EPATT has 
developed an 
innovative 

smartphone app 

to help parents 
gauge their 

child’s college 
and career 

readiness and 
take steps to 
improve it.

* Graduate in 6 years or less

72% of those students 
exceeded their expected 

growth rate.*  
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EPATT BY THE NUMBERS 
Unaudited financial data for September 1, 2017 – August 31, 2018

Operating Income

Operating Expenses

OPERATING INCOME

OPERATING EXPENSES

Annual Dinner         $710,802
Year End Appeal        $113,611
General Gifts          $77,536
Grants*            $72,500
Kids Cup         $81,495
Total                 $1,055,944

* includes restricted grants

Program         $892,127      
  Academic Component  
  Tennis Component  
  Enrichment/Parent Ed
Administrative         $135,755
Fundraising                     $108,412
Total                   $1,136,294

BALANCE SHEET AS OF AUGUST 31, 2018
ASSETS   
Current Assets         $396,484 
Fixed Assets            $22,473 
Long-term Assets      $1,465,671 
Total Assets     $1,884,628 

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  
Operations           $345,006 
 Quasi-Endowment        $1,465,671 
Property and Equipment             $22,473 
Temp. Restricted Net Assets            $51,478 
Total Net Assets         $1,884,628 
Total Liabilities 
& Net Assets       $1,884,628 7



SUPPORTERS
September 1, 2017 through August 31, 2018

We are deeply grateful to the families, individuals, foundations and corporations 
who supported EPATT during our 2018 fiscal year. We have highlighted in pink 
those supporters who have been giving to EPATT for 20 years or more.

$10,000 or more
Anonymous
Bisconti Family Foundation
William K Bowes, Jr. Foundation
Andy Chase
Gavin and Tricia Christensen
Sue and John Diekman
Dodge & Cox
Jerry and Anne Down
Bill and Selina Dwight
The Gifford Foundation
William G. Gilmore Foundation
John and Cynthia Gunn
Colleen and Steve Hall
Greg and Sally Hartman
Richard Hyman
Kurt and Sue Jaggers
Winnie Lee 
Kim and Tom LeMieux
Jan Leschly
Doug and Shawn Mackenzie
Becky and Jim Morgan
Marcia and Bill Pade
Geoff and Andrea Ralston
Wendy and Eric Schmidt
Nancy and Greg Serrurier
Matt and Lisa Sonsini
Nate and Laura Taylor
The Moca Foundation
Oracle 
USTA Foundation
Michelangelo Volpi and Toni Cupal
Westly Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999
Lars and Michelle Ahlstrom
Robin and Terrye Bellas
Tito and Cameron Bianchi
Wendell and Celeste Birkhofer
Boston Consulting Group
BTIG
Shari Burkoth
Isobel Christensen

The Crown Family
Deloitte
Diana and Steve Dohrmann
Facebook Local Community Fund
Kenneth Hao and Kathy Chiao-Hao
John and Patty McEnroe Foundation
Morgan Stanley Foundation
Mike and Shirley Orsak
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund
Tim Paulus and Anh Nguyen
Jeff and Mary Pickard
Verity and Geoff Powell
Riviera Partners
John and Sally Robinson
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Amy Smith
Jane and Larry Solomon
Larry and Suzanne Spitters 
Tad and Dianne Taube
Ellie and Mike Victor
Vintage Contractors, Inc.
Craig Zimmerman
Boston Consulting Group

$1,000 to $4,999
Leslie Airola-Murveit 
Christine and Chuck Alloo
Tom and Sandy Anderson
Fred and Marilyn Anderson
Michael Anderson and Bethany Coates
Jill Andrews
Marty and Dave Arscott
Brandon Badger
Andrea Barnes
Evelyn Barrow
Kimberly Bazar
Peggy and Bob Beaver
Mary and John Bellack
Michelle and Chris Bellomo
Simone Bishop
Katherine Bishop
Liz and Larry Blum
Wayne Bryan

Grady and Amy Burnett
Preston and Carolyn Butcher
Bryan Cameron
Leon and Abby Campbell
Bill Chandler and Kathy Jordan
Sada Chidambaram
Maren Christensen and Bill Welch
Bill and Kathi Closs
Gaurang Desai and Nancy Paxton
Les and Lezlie DeWitt
Tim and Melissa Draper
Irwin and Concepcion Federman
Edward Fei
Kathy and Robert Feldman
Bud and Joan Ferrari
Doris Fisher
Rick and Donna Fluegel
Kelly Forese
Kar Yee Fransham
Russ Garber
John and Marcia Goldman
Ken Goldman
Dick and Anne Gould
Kirsten Gray
Erwin Grose
Irene Guerra
Russell and Robin Hall
David and Julie Helfrich
Jenny Higaki
Dave Higaki
Kathryn and David Hohl
Sylvia Hooks
Jeff and Claudia Hudson
Ashley Hunter 
Sarah Ingber
Dave Denny
Mac Irvin and Karen Sipprell
John and Jacque Jarve
Craig Johnson
Valesha Jones
Julie Kaufman
Chop and Annette Keenan
Kristen Kirby
Brad and Lauren Koenig
John Kriewall and Betsy Haehl
Trish and Larry Kubal
Ken and Carrie Lavine
Paula Lea
Dave and Linda Leaver
Jake Leschly
Darcy and Mark Leschly
Ray and Joanne Lin
Dorothy Lloyd
Josh and Jennifer Loftus
Frank and Anne Longo
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Susan and Michael Lynch
Malcolm and Liza Jane MacNaughton
Rick and Amy Magnuson
Alfred Mandel
Brian and Mary Jo McCarthy
Chip and Kay McIntosh
Geordie McKee and Alice Holmes
Andy and Carrick McLaughlin
Wendy McWalter
Jim Milligan
Jon and Tara Moeller
Sanjay and Priti Morey
John and Tashia Morgridge
Shane Moriah
Bob and Dodie Mullin
Mike and Diane Naar
Sandeep Narayan and Jyotsna Sulebele
Glenn Nash and Cheryl Kendall
Kent and Marty Olsen
Guila and Jim Pollock
Stephen Pratt
David and Sara Pringle
Pamala Pritchard
Michael and Paula Rantz
Pratima Rao
William Reller
George and Linnea Roberts
Ted and Mary Robinson
Adolph Rosekrans
Greg Rossmann
Scott Russell
Elizabeth and Mark Schar
Bill Schilit and Kerny McLaughlin
Moni and Bernd Schlotter
Rob and Chris Schumacher
Debbie and Michael Shepherd
Glenn and Lisa Solomon
Karen and Bill Sonneborn
Jeff and Jocelynn Staley
Stanford GSB Challenge for Charity
David and Ashley Still
Edward Storm 
George Strobel and Judith Golden
Shig and Chiyo Takao
Dana and James Tananbaum
Craig B. Tate Foundation
Carl and Denise Touhey
Todd Traina
Norman and Antonia Tu
Dan and Charmaine Turbow
Greg and Virginia Tusher
Silvia Duenas-Bielser
Don and Anne Vermeil
Robert Jan Visser
Buz and Marianne Walters

Linda and Jack Wenstrand
Steve and Anita Westly
David Wintermeyer
Amy and Geoff Yang

$500 to $999
Douglas Abbott
Dick Babb
Walter and Melody Baumgartner
Jeff Berkes and Meg Lacy
Steve Bird
Hilda Borko
Amy Brown
Michael Brown and Susan Bockus
John and Becky Burt
Roy and Heather Caelius
Skip and Joanne Cashin
Robert and Kathy Courson
Chris and Tamsinn Cowart
Page and Chris Curtin
Jamie and Carey D’Alessandro
Mark and Patti Davis
Jennifer and Brian Desler
Norm and Kathy DeWitt
Evan Doll
Randall and Shalyn Eason
Ben Eisler
Julie Exley
Chrisi Fleming
Kevin Ford
Dave and Betsy Fullagar
Paul Goldstein and Abigail McBride
Adam Grosser
Kent and Mary Gustafson
Carl and Susan Hansen
Paul and Andrei Hartzell
Brook Hartzell
Mike and Libby Hatfield
Andy and Cindy Hess
Charlie and Jan Hoeveler
Jud and Krista Hoffman
Tim and Stacy Hopkins
Matthew and Penny Houseman
Lisa Iwamoto
Juan and Zeljka Jaysingh
Santria Jones
Yoko Kawamura
Jamie and Allison Keenan
Rich and Gina Kelley
Andy and Judy Kirkpatrick
Jim and Chris Kitch
Kristin Klint
Ellen and Ron Krasnow
Taz Kuwano
Larry and Bren Leisure

Bill and Judy Levin
David and Sylvia Lichtenger
Chip and Mary Lion
Mike and Jane Marmor
JoAnne Matthews
Mark and Becky McKeen
Ivan Morales
Vivien Moyer
Heather Owen and Maggie Lukic
Sterling and Lisa Pratz
Chuck and Jean Rigg
Carol Roberts
Rachel Salberg
John and Monique Saviano
Keoni and Stephanie Schwartz
Phil and Summer Sheng
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Jim and Kathy Sobieski
Mark and Judy St. John
Rhonda Stratton
Sarah Tochterman
Ann Togasaki
Todd and Carolyn Tuomala
Susan Ure
Vik and Sandy Verma
Nathan and Casie Walker
Heather and Tyler Wall
Woodmont Real Estate Services
Jim and Sally Young
Rick and Cynthia Zirpolo

$100 to $499 
Chris Alvarez
Amazon Smile Foundation
Amir and Erika Ameri
John and Cheryl Arner
Kacy Ashley
Teressa Baer
Russell Baker
Maddy Bayer
Tito and Tracy Bianchi
Stephanie Biorn
Tom and Sheri Blaisdell
Jeanette Blomberg
Mark and Recia Blumenkranz
Jeff and Julie Brody
Matt and Jenny Brokaw
Tom and Joan Brown
Denise Bullwinkel
Ryan and Kim Caldbeck
Michael and Renee Child
Minnie Chinn
Tom and Georgie Chivington
Justin Chueh and Pauline Shuen
Lynne and Steve Clarence



Betty Cookson
David and Ursula Cooney
Lee Davis
Michael and Yvonne Deggelman
Nancy and Charles DeSchane
George Dies
Lucille DiMuro
Quynh Do
Kathleen Ellis and Patricia Noble
Edward Enberg
Will and Tory Fratt
Meg Galloway
Asvin Ganapathi
Robert Garnero
John and Chrissy Germino
Katherine Gilpin
Isy and Michele Goldwasser
Google Inc
Jim Gorman
Rick and Nicole Gould
Kevin Grady
Jill Greenberg
Lehua Greenman
Gabriela Greig
Brian Grossi
Julius and Peggy Guccione
Dan and Lan Haarmann
Emily Hamamoto
Than Healy and Deborah Blake
Richard Herzog
Sue Hopkins
Ruth and Steven Jensen
Kerstin Johnson
Barbara Kaiser
Nancy Katz
Jeanette and Kevin Kennedy
Amy Kohrman
Laurence Korn
Robert Kyle
Phillip Lachman
Taryn Lamm
Alan and Helen Lau
Ken and Anne Lawler
Steve Leube
Joe and Elizabeth Lewis
Sam Liang
Ann and George Limbach
Joanne Lofthouse
George Mallinckrodt
Shirley Matteson
Robert Mattos
Peter Mazonson and Mary Ann Zetes
Edward McCullough
Julie and Tom McGannon
Deirdre and Kevin McQuillan

M. J. Miller
Bill and Jan Mitchell
Larry Moody
Mark and Susan Morris
Janet Mosser
Alycia Moulton
Bernard and Liz Muir
Michael and Elizabeth Murphy
John and Patty O’Keefe
David and Lisa Orton
Irene Otten
Bob and Carolyn Paterson
Robert and Linda Peltz
Alex Peters
Ron and Barb Peyton
Ulla Pironi
Ted and Eloise Pollock
Greg and Alison Powell
Nathan Price
Russell and Helen Pyne
Eric and Heidi Quade
Stacey Quo
Erik and Kendra Ragatz
Tom and Natalie Robertson
Stuart Rojstaczer and Holly Welstein
Bernard and Shelley Ross
Bob Rowell
Gordon Russell and Bettina McAdoo
Daniel and Tam Rustin
Lee Safran
Keisuke and Atsuko Saito
Manabu Sakurai and Francine Mercier
John and Deborah Schafer
Jonathan and Stacey Schuman
Susan and Richard Seiler
Beth and Russell Siegelman
Michael Sinclair
William and Kaitlin Smith
Piya Sorcar
Lisa Steinback
Tom and Joan Stern
Susan Stulz
Payam Tabar
Bob Talbott
Mark Tanoury
Susan Thomas
Jane and Tim Tight
Connie Turkington
Judy and Marlowe Tyler
Vikram and Rini Vasan
Andrew and Annie Ward
Bill and Claudia Westrum
Sallie and Jay Whaley
Jason and Sarah Yee
Debby Zanglin

We are so grateful to our 
volunteer tutors and coaches for 
their extraordinary dedication 
and service.

Extra special thanks to:

OUR PARTNERS
City of East Palo Alto
County of San Mateo
Margaret Galloway, Educational Therapist
The Gifford Foundation
David & Sylvia Lichtenger Scholarship Fund
Lindamood-Bell
Ravenswood City School District
Palo Alto Unified School District
Project S.W.E.E.P. 
Riekes Center
Stanford University 
 Department of Athletics;     
 Graduate School of Business; 
 Graduate School of Education; and
 Men’s and Women’s Tennis Teams
 and Coaches
Taube Family Foundation
USTA Foundation

The following for their 
In-kind donations 
Carmel Valley Tennis Camp
Cardenas Market
Grocery Outlet
Hope and Grace Wines
IwamotoScott Architecture
Izzy’s Bagels
John Lozano
Tennis Warehouse
Whole Foods Market

The following companies for
 matching employee gifts
Adobe Systems
Apple
Bank of the West
Citrix
Dodge & Cox
Genentech
General Electric
Google
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2017-18 Board of Directors

Verity Powell, Chair
Christine Alloo, Vice-Chair
Dick Gould, Secretary
Nate Taylor, Treasurer
Cameron Bianchi
Grady Burnett
Andy Chase
Gavin Christensen
Sue Diekman
Patrick Dunkley

President’s Council

Susan Ford Dorsey
Rick Fluegel
The Gifford Family

Irene Guerra
Jake Leschly
David Lichtenger
Susan Lynch
Marcia Pade
John Robinson
Ted Robinson
Nancy Serrurier
Dan Turbow
Ellie Victor

Please help EPATT continue to 
change the Life of local youth
Donate today by credit card at www.epatt.org/
donate or send check (payable to EPATT) to:

EPATT
PO Box 60597
Palo Alto, CA 94306
650.725.4450

Follow us on 

EPATT STAFF

Adrian Amaral
Christina Erwin
Teresa Fatai
Julio Hermosillo
Dave Higaki 
Fale Kofutu’a
Amy Kohrman

Jeff Pickard
Sven-Erik Simonsen
Tad Taube

Alyssa Lytle
Tatiana Makoni
Mark St. John
Lupe Talakai
Pat Townsend
Kesha Weekes
Maribel Zarate

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5X0i6jfoxfZINcjND08UeA
https://www.instagram.com/epattprogram/
https://www.epatt.org/donate-1



